NICHOLAS HORNER

which lay by the bedside, and stabbed Loxton, who fell
backwards and died immediately; on which the offender
was taken into custody and committed to Newgate.

Being convicted on the clearest evidence, he received sen-
tence of death, and was ordered for execution on Monday,
the 23rd of February. On the night preceding his execu-
tion he took a dose of poison, but that not operating as
he had expected, he stabbed himself in several places. Yet,
however, he lived till the morning, when he was taken
to Tyburn in a mourning coach, attended by his mother
and the ordinary of Newgate. Being indulged to stay an
hour in the coach with his mother, he was put into the cart,
where he asked for a glass of wine; but being told it could
not be had, he begged a pinch of snuff, which he took with
apparent unconcern, wishing health to those who stood near
him. He then rehearsed the Apostles' Creed, and, being
tied up, was launched into eternity on the 23rd of February,
1719, in the twenty-seventh year of his age.

NICHOLAS HORNER
A Minister's Son who turned Highwayman^ and was executed
yd of April, 1719
THIS unhappy wretch was the younger son of the
minister of Honiton, in Devonshire, and was a very
wild untoward child even from infancy. However, his
indulgent father, in order to provide for him, bestowed as
much learning upon him as qualified him to be clerk to
an attorney in Lion's Inn, in Holywell Street, at the end
of the New Church in the Strand; but he soon falling into
extravagant company, and addicting himself very much to
drunkenness and whoredom, ran away from his master before
he had served him three years, and betook himself to the
highway in order to support himself in the pursuit of those
vices. He had such ill luck, nevertheless, in his new profes-
sion, as to be taken in the very first robbery he attempted
to commit, and accordingly he was sent to Winchester Jail,
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